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Date  Sandbach School Events 

1677 The school was founded in 1677 when Richard Lea and Francis Welles of Sandbach gave a piece of land 

for a schoolhouse on Middlewich Road. Dr. Ward left money to the school to fund the education of pu-

pils.  

1815  60 boys in the school. Hours were long – school started at 7.30am and finished at 5pm, Boys had to go 

to school on Saturday mornings as well. There was no school uniform but discipline was strict. Boys who 

were naughty or lazy were caned. 

1840s   The school was decided to be built in Crewe Road. A young architect called Gilbert Scott designed the 

new school.  

1851  The new buildings were opened, having cost £7,000. School fees were £2 a year. 38 boys attended with 

two teachers. Half were “boarders”. They all had to wear short jackets and big collars and mortarboard 

hats. 

1857  The school was flourishing with about 60 boarders in three houses. There were no organised sports in 

school with the Headmaster using the front field to graze cows and horses.  

1888  A new Headmaster, Mr. Heslop, was appointed who introduced Football and Cricket. In 1894 an open-air 

swimming baths was constructed. He gave the school its crest and motto: “Ut severis seges” which 

means you get out what you put in. 

1908  Under the new head Mr. Finn, the school had 81 pupils but when Mr Finn retired in 1926, there were 

114, more than ever before.  

1914  33 Old Sandbachians died in the Great War. 

1926  A new headmaster is appointed, Mr. Crockett.  

1927  The Pavilion is erected to coincide with the 250th anniversary of the founding of the school and to 

commemorate those who died in the Great War. It was also used as a cricket pavilion.  

1930s The Houses were renamed Welles, Lea, Ward and School House. School House was for the boarders, 

however when pupils stopped living here, the house was renamed Craig House after Sir Ernest Craig, 

the MP for Crewe who was an Old Boy of the school and a governor.  

1939-1945  Many Masters joined the Armed Forces. Air Raid shelters appeared on the back field.  

1947 345 boys in the school, which now had a 6th form. The uniform was very similar to the present. The main 

difference was that many boys still wore shorts, the tie was green and caps were compulsory. There 

was still Saturday school and the cane was used.  

1955  The school becomes an independent school. Entry exams are required.  

1962 760 boys attending. The Cubbon Bronner building was built.  

1968 Swimming pool and sports hall were built.  

1977  School accepted fee paying boys nominated and paid for by the local authority in line with the compre-

hensive School system, whilst still remaining an Independent School.  

1979  School is no longer independent.  Entry exams were gotten rid of. 

1980s  The Headteacher, Reverend John Francis, renewed the focus on the House system. There were four 

houses as there are today, Welles, Ward, Lea and Craig. 

2008  The first female Headteacher was appointed.  

2014 The decision is made to allow girls to enroll in the Sixth Form. 

2016 Gina Kelly was appointed Deputy Head on the Head boy and girl team, with Chloe Esegbona and Katie 

Hadfield as team members.  



SANDBACH SCHOOL – A BRIEF HISTORY 

Early years 

In the year 1677, a group of local people set up a school for the boys of Sand-

bach. The two most important were called Richard Lea and Francis Welles. The 

school was built in Middlewich Road. Dr Ward of Bradwall left money to the school 

in 1718 to help boys who wanted to do this.  

 

By 1815, there were about 60 boys in the school. Hours were long – school started at 7.30am and 

finished at 5pm, with two hours for lunch. Boys had to go to school on Saturday mornings as well. 

There was no school uniform but discipline was strict. Boys who were naughty or lazy were caned.  

 

The move to Crewe Road 

By the 1840s, the old school building was falling down. 

The school was decided to be built in Crewe Road. A 

young architect called Gilbert Scott designed the new 

school.  

Gilbert Scott - architect 

When the school opened in 1850, it had just 38 pupils and two teachers. Pu-

pils had to pay, but the fee was only £2 a year. About half of them were 

“boarders”, who lived at the school except in the holidays. They all had to 

wear short jackets and big collars and mortarboard hats. The boarders 

slept in dormitories at the top of School House (where the computer rooms are 

now). By 1867 there were 94 pupils at the school, all of whom were taught 

in the theatre space which was then called “Big School”.  

 

The boys all studied History, Maths, Science, Geography, “Divinity” (RS), and 

English. Some took French or German, and book-keeping. 

There were no organised sports in school with the Headmaster using the front field to graze cows and 

horses.  

 

Early 20th century – new headmasters 

Mr Heslop - 1888. He started the playing of 

regular games against other schools in cricket 

and football. He gave the school its crest and 

motto: “Ut severis seges” which means you get 

out what you put in. In his time, the present LRC 

buildings were built as a gymnasium and a science 

lab.  

 

Mr Finn introduced the House system. In 1908 the school had 81 pupils but when Mr Finn retired 

in 1926, there were 114, more than ever before.  

 

Between 1914 and 1918 33 Old Sandbachians died in the Great War. 



 

Mr Crockett - 1926 to 1946. In 1927, the Cricket Pavilion was built 

for three reasons. One was obviously to be used as a cricket pavilion. 

The others were to commemorate 250 years of the school and as a 

memorial to the Sandbach boys who died in WW1. Cricket continued 

to be popular but rugby replaced football. 

 

The Houses were renamed Welles, Lea, Ward and School House. 

School House was for the boarders, however when in the 1930s pupils 

stopped living here, the house was renamed Craig House after Sir 

Ernest Craig, the MP for Crewe who was an Old Boy of the school and 

a governor.  

 

A new block was built in the 1930s to provide more science rooms – these were rooms 8 to 11 and the ones above. 

The Front field was levelled by the boys themselves for more sports facilities. The number of pupils rose and by 

1947 there were 345 boys in the school, which now had a 6th form. The uniform was very similar to the present. The 

main difference was that many boys still wore shorts, the tie was green not read and caps were compulsory. The 

boys had to still go to school on Saturdays. Discipline was very strict, with the cane being a normal punishment. 

  

Grammar or comprehensive? 

In the middle of the 1950s, the local council decided that boys would have to pass an exam to get into Sandbach 

School. This meant a big rise in numbers because parents wanted their sons to come here because it was teaching 

the best pupils. By 1962 there were 760 boys attending. The Cubbon Bronner building was built. The dormitories 

became art rooms. The old dining room became the current chapel. The main hall was built onto the end of the thea-

tre space and the Refectory was built.  

 

In the later 1960s, the present (indoor!) swimming pool and the sports hall were built. During the 1960s, although 

rugby remained the main winter game, football and hockey were also popular. The subjects studied by the boys were 

English, Maths, French, Art, Music, Science, Technology, RS, History, Geography, PE and, for some, Latin or German.   

 

In the later 1970s, it was agreed that Sandbach School should become a comprehensive school. This meant that 

boys from all over the local area could attend without taking an exam. The Rigby Block was built. The Library moved 

into its current place. The Art rooms became IT rooms. The Maxwell Davies Centre was built for Music in the 1980s. 

Also during the 1980’s Headteacher, Reverend John Francis, renewed the focus on the House system. There were 

four houses as there are today, Welles, Ward, Lea and Craig. 

 

Into the 21st Century... 

In 1997, the Peter Doughty Building was opened which provided a sixth form area. New tennis courts were opened in 

2000 and an all-weather pitch was built in 2002.  

 

In 2008, the first female headmaster Sarah Burns was appointed. The school opened the Lonsdale Centre and the 

new Maths rooms. This was to cope with the growing number of pupils at the school. There are currently approxi-

mately 1200 pupils attending Sandbach School. In Spring 2012, the Peter Doughty Building was extended to improve 

the common room and add two new teaching rooms. 

 

In 2010, the Sandbach secondary schools decided to allow access to their 6th forms for both boys and girls. Initially 

it was just for individual subjects however in 2014, girls could enrol at Sandbach School 6th form. In September 

2015, 22 girls joined Year 12 and in 2016 Gina Kelly was appointed Deputy Head on the Head boy and girl team, with 

Chloe Esegbona and Katie Hadfield as team members.  





The name 'Viking' comes from a language 

called 'Old Norse' and means ‘a pirate raid’. 

People who went off raiding in ships were 

said to be 'going Viking'. But not all the Vi-

kings were bloodthirsty warriors.  

The Vikings originally came from Norway, 

Denmark and Sweden but they were each 

very different from the other group and 

very independent of each other. 

Who were the Vikings? 

Viking travels: The Vikings were great explorers and 

travellers. Viking ships reached Britain, France, 

Spain, Italy and North Africa. 

Traders made long journeys overland through Russia, 

reaching as far south as Constantinople in modern-

day Turkey. Some merchants travelled further east 

to Baghdad in Iraq. 

A few daring explorers made voyages to Iceland and 

beyond, travelling across the Atlantic Ocean to North 

America. 

Viking traders: The Vikings traded all over Europe and 

as far east as Central Asia. 

They bought goods and materials such as silver, silk, 

spices, wine, jewellery, glass and pottery. 

In return, they sold items like honey, tin, wheat, wool, 

wood, iron, fur, leather, fish and walrus ivory. Every-

where they went, the Vikings bought and sold slaves 

too. 

Viking traders carried a set of folding scales which they 

used to weigh coins to make sure they got a fair deal. This is the kind of balance scale a Viking trader used. They put the little weights 

The Vikings were great sailors: 

Vikings sailed close to the coast whenever possible, watching 

for land marks. 

Out of sight of land, they looked for the sun: west (towards the 

sunset) meant they were headed for England; east (towards 

the sunrise) meant home to Denmark or Norway. 

The Vikings invented a kind of sun compass to help find their 

way. At night they watched the skies and could use the position 

of the stars to determine which direction they were heading. 

Seamen knew a lot about winds and sea currents. By watching 

birds or even the colour of the water, an experienced sailor 

could tell when land was close. 

Viking Ships: The Vikings built fast 'dragon-ships' and 

'long ships' for raiding and war. 

They also had slower passenger and cargo ships called 

‘knorrs’. They built smaller boats too, for fishing or short 

trips. A ship carried everything needed at sea - drinking 

water, dried meat to eat, tools, weapons, and furs to keep 

warm. 

Viking longships could sail in shallow water so they could 

travel up rivers as well as across the sea. In a raid, a ship 

could be hauled up on a beach. The Vikings could jump out 

and start fighting, and then make a quick getaway if they 

were chased. 



Life as a Viking: Many Vikings worked 

as farmers. Everything had to be done by hand 

on a Viking farm, so life was tough. Farmers 

grew oats, barley and wheat. Then they ground 

the grain to make flour, porridge and ale. They 

planted vegetables too, and kept animals like 

cows, sheep, pigs and chickens. 

Other Vikings were craft workers. They made 

the things that people needed. Woodworkers 

and leatherworkers made plates, cups, belts and 

shoes. Jewellers made rings and brooches from 

precious metals. Blacksmiths hammered and 

twisted red-hot iron into tools, knives and 

swords. Potters baked clay pots in an oven heat-

ed by wood fires. 

People took these goods to market to sell. Here 

a family could buy anything from amber beads 

and apples, to walrus tusks and wolf-skins. Vi-

king traders sold their goods even further away. 

They sailed the seas to buy silver, silk, spices and 

furs to bring back home. 

Viking warriors: Viking warriors fought using long swords and axes. A 

good sword was handed down from father to son, but Vikings al-

so buried weapons with their owner when he died. 

Vikings did not wear much armour. Some chieftains wore chain mail coats, 

but most relied on a round wooden shield for protection. 

Some Viking warriors went into battle wearing wolf or bear skins. These warri-

ors were called ‘berserkers’ because they went ‘berserk’ (out of control) and 

charged fearlessly into battle. Berserkers believed that Odin, the god of war, 

gave them superhuman powers and that they didn't need to wear battle ar-

mour for protection. 

Viking attacks: The Vikings did use raids from the sea as a tactic. They would send 

a few ships to make surprise attacks on places in order to steal treasure, weapons, 

animals, and even capture slaves. They then used their fast dragon ships to escape 

before any resistance could be organised.  

They also did get together in big armies to carry out wars but this was far rarer than 

raiding.  

They would go raiding twice a year in between their normal everyday tasks and jobs 

like farming or fishing  

They were farmers, and kept animals and grew crops. They were skilful at crafting, and made beautiful metalwork and 

wooden carvings. They were also skilled fishermen and sailors. Viking men (and in some cases women) trained to  fight 

from and early age. 

Viking homes: Many Viking families lived to-

gether in a longhouse. This was built from 

wood or stone and had a thatched or turf roof 

on top.  With just one room for all the family 

to share with their animals, a longhouse 

would have been a crowded and smelly place 

to live. There was no bathroom inside, but the 

Vikings kept clean by washing in a wooden 

bucket or beside a stream. Instead of toilets, 

people used a cesspit, which was a hole out-

side dug for toilet waste.  
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Harold Sigurdson, Harald III, Harald Hardraada 

Harald was born in 1015 AD, the youngest half-brother of the recently elected King Olaf II of 
Norway. His brother’s rule was unstable, since these were changing times for the 
Scandinavian Lands. Olaf was trying to convert his subjects to Christianity, and meanwhile 
the Danes, losing ground in England, were looking to lands closer to home for conquest. In 
1028 AD the alliance of the King of Denmark, Cnut the Great, with rebellious nobles in 
Norway forced Olaf and his brother into exile. Not until 1030 did he return, making a last 
effort to reclaim his throne. The effort came to war, and at the Battle of Stiklestad in 1030, 
Olaf was killed. Harald, only a boy of barely fifteen, fought alongside his brother in the battle 
too and was badly wounded. 

Harald barely escaped with his life, and with the scattered warriors still loyal to him, he fled 
to the land of the Kievan Rus (what would later come to be called Russia). Harald and his 
retinue served the Grand Prince in his wars against Poland as hired mercenaries for several 
years, before their wanderings took them South, to Byzantium and the Byzantine Empire. 
The Emperor, mistrusting his own Greek bodyguards, who had felled many a ruler before him 
when they felt their pay was inadequate, formed a new guard composed of exiled 
northeners from the Viking and Saxon realms. This would later become the feared élite corps 
of the Byzantine army, the Varangian Guard. Harald and about five hundred survivors came 
before the Emperor Michael IV and the Empress Zoe and pledged their service. The Empress 
accepted immediately the pledge of so noble a man. His charisma, valour and ingenious 
stratagems soon won the admiration of the Varangians (and Roman chroniclers), and before 
long, Harald himself had risen in the Byzantine court to a command of the Guard. Again and 
again he proved his bravery, in campaigns as far away as Sicily, Italy and Bulgaria in the 
Emperor’s service. Soon Harald was a wealthy man, and could at last try to reclaim his righful 
place as King of a faraway land. 
 
In 1042, Harald appealed to the Emperor for release from service. The Empress Zoe was 
angered, as she had hoped that Harald would have wed her, and tried to prevent his escape. 
But with the loyalty of the Varangians, Harald was not to be stopped. He stole away from 
Byzantium, sailed up the Bosphorus and travelled back to Scandinavia through the Eastern 
Kingdoms. He found Norway under the rule of his illegitimate brother, Magnus the Good. The 
two shared power, until in 1047, Magnus died and Harald was at last crowned King Harald III 
of Norway. 

The next fifteen years passed with constant war with Denmark, until Harald at last gave up 
his claim on the Danish throne in 1062. But not long after, suddenly, a new opportunity 
presented itself. Arriving in Harald’s court, a man by the name of Tostig brought news of the 
death in England of King Edward the Confessor. Tostig revealed to Harald that he was 
brother to the new King Harold Godwinsson, and pledged his support and that of the 
majority of the chieftains of England should Harald seek the English throne. It transpired that 
Tostig had actually put the same offer to King Svein of Denmark, only days before, but was 
turned down. Harald, intially uneasy about the venture, soon gave in to Tostig’s persuasion, 
and agreed to once again open Norway’s claim on the throne of England. 

 



Anglo-Saxon England at the start of 1066 
By the 1060s England was 1 kingdom with just 1 king. His name was Edward the Confessor. He 

was born in around the year 1003. 

Edward’s father was the Saxon king Ethelred the Unready and his mother was Emma of Nor-

mandy across the Channel. 

 

Edward’s early life 

Edward’s father Ethelred had to struggle to keep control of his country from the continued Viking invasions 

and was forced to leave the country but later returned as king. When Ethelred died in 1016, Edward and his 

mother were forced to leave the country and flee to Normandy where Edward grew up as the Danes took over 

the throne of England. 

Task 1 - Read and answer 

1) What was Edward’s nickname as king? 

 

2) Who was Edward’s father? 

 

3) Who made Edward’s family flee to Nor-

mandy when Edward’s father died? 

 

 

 

4) Why do you think Edward fled to Nor-

mandy? 

 

 

5) Roughly how long did Edward spend in 

Normandy before he became king? 

 

6)  What sort of impact did it have on him? 

Edward’s England 

Eventually, Edward returned to England and was crowned king after his 

half-brother Hardecanute died in 1042. 

Much of his reign was peaceful and England was doing very well in terms 

of trade and farming which was the main business of most people. About 2 

out of every 100 men were rich, many had made their fortune from the 

international wool trade. For poor people, life was a struggle. If their 

crops failed, they starved. They had to work on their earl’s land for free 

and had to fight for him when called upon.  People were also very religious 

- most of the largest buildings were very expensive churches and monas-

teries. 

Most people lived in the countryside in small villages. There were only 

probably about 1.25- 2 million people living in England at this time. Most of 

the country was covered in forest and some land had been cleared to grow 

crops around the small villages. 

There were only about 20 towns with more than 1000 people and only 7 

that had over 2,500 people. These were: York, Stamford, Norwich, Thet-

ford, Wallingford, London (the largest) and Winchester. The capital of 

England was Winchester which was in Wessex. There was still a threat 

from Viking invasion but England had no standing army - instead the king 

relied heavily on the local land owners the earls to provide men to defend 

England. 



By the time of Edward the Confes-

sor, England was divided into earl-

doms. Each earldom was ruled by an 

important man called an earl. These 

men came from rich and important 

families. There job was to look af-

ter their section of the country, 

keep it safe and secure, be loyal to 

the king, to advise the king and pro-

vide troops from their lands in time 

of trouble. 

The powerful Earls in 1066 were: 

Harold 

Leofwine 

Gyrth 

Edwin 

Morcar 

Waltheof 

Morcar 

Task 3 - List the things an earl had to do in 1066: 
Task 4 colour 

in the Earl-

doms of Eng-

land 

Edward and his Earls 

The earls were very powerful men in England. They pretty much ran the country and became very rich due to the farming and rent 

from their land.  The most powerful earl at the start of Edward’s reign was Earl Godwin of Wessex. Edward married the daughter of 

Earl Godwin, Edith. However, they had no children, so therefore no heir to the throne.  

 

Edward surrounded himself with Norman advisors and churchmen in the early part of his reign which upset many of the people of 

England, especially the earls, who thought he was trying to make England too French. He even tried bring over some French castle 

builders to build some castles in Wessex which made people very angry - they soon left and the castles were knocked down. 

 

Edward tried to wrestle power from the powerful Saxon Earls, especially Godwin  

who he had fallen out with. He banished Godwin and his family from England and took away their lands.  The next year, they returned 

with a strong army and navy, and sailed up the Thames to threaten war against Edward. The other earls would not go to war for Ed-

ward against Godwin - Edward had lost. Godwin had won and regained his land and even more power. 

 

Edward had failed to secure his position and spent the rest of his reign in the shadow of the Godwin Family with little power. He 

spent much time in prayer asking for forgiveness, which is where he got his nickname from. When Godwin died in 1053, he was re-

placed by his son Harold Godwinson who became Earl of Wessex.  Godwin’s other sons became Earl Tostig Godwinson of Northumbria, 

Earl Gyrth Godwinson of East Anglia and Earl Leofwine Godwinson of Kent. Harold Godwinson ran the country and became popular and 

powerful. 

 



 Harold Godwinson, Earl of Wessex 

Background 

 He was a tall, lean man 

 Saxon, 44 years old 

 Wessex was the most powerful  

Earldom 

 Most powerful man in England (even more than 

the King) 

 Virtually ran the country 

 Got on fairly well with Edward the Confessor in 

1060’s 

 His sister was married to Edward the Confessor 

(he was brother-in-law to the King) 

 Very popular 

 Related to most of the other Earls 

 He had supported Earl Morcar against his own 

brother Tostig over the Earldom of Northumbria 

 He was a good leader in battle 

 He had experience of running the country 

 Very wealthy 

His Claim 
 

 He claims that Edward the      Confessor said 

to him on his death bed in 1066 that: 
 

‘I commend my wife and all my  
Kingdom to your care!’ 

 

 If this is true this would cancel all other promis-

es and wishes. 
 

 The only other witness was  

Edward’s wife and Harold’s 
sister, Edith. 

 He was the most power man in England 

Rivals for the Throne of England 1066 

William, Duke of Normandy  

Background 

 Short, stocky man 

 Norman, spoke no English 

 Illegitimate son of Duke Robert of  

Normandy, 38 years old 

 He was a distant cousin of Edward the Confessor 

 Normandy was a very powerful and wealthy 

 The Normans were very ambitious and wanted to expand 

their territory 

 Successful Leader of the Norman Army and  good warrior 

 Successful ruler of Normandy 

 Had good connections with other Norman nobles 

 William sent an envoy to the Pope in Rome to seek his 

support for his claim to the throne of England. The Pope 

gave them a special banner to carry. 

His Claim 

 In 1051 William came to England to visit Edward 

the Confessor. William claims that  

Edward promised to make him his heir. 

 

 In 1064 William claims that    Harold Godwinson 

swore an oath on holy relics, to support his claim 

to the throne of  

England when he was on a hunting trip to Nor-

mandy 

 Harold however claims that he was shipwrecked 

in Normandy, held as a prisoner and forced to 

swear an oath to William in order that he would 

be released. 

 Normandy had looked after Edward when he had 

been forced out of England when he was young-

er. 

Swein, King of Denmark 

Harald Hardråde,  

William, Duke of Normandy 

Harold Godwinson, Earl of Wessex 

Edgar the Atheling 

Where were the contenders 

when Edward the Confessor 



 Edgar the Aetheling 

Background 

 Saxon. 

 14 years old when Edward the Con-

fessor died. 

 Born in Hungary. 

 ‘Aetheling’ means throne-worthy. 

 Returned to England in 1054. 

 Raised in the court of Edward the 

Confessor. 

 Not very powerful or wealthy 

 Some support among the     nobles in 

England. 

His Claim 

 He was the grandson of       Edmund 

Ironside, King of England in 1016. 

 He was the great-nephew of Edward 

the Confessor. 

 Edward the Confessor said that Ed-

gar would be his heir after his father 

died in 1057. 

 Royal Family member 

 

 

 Harald Hardråde (Hardraada), King of Norway 

Background 

 Viking, 51 years old 

 ‘Hardråde’ means hard ruler 

 Most famous and powerful  

     warrior of the era 

 Large Viking army 

 Wealthy 

 Very fierce in battle 

 A number of powerful Viking families 

lived in the north of England in the 

former Viking held lands 

His Claim 

 He claimed that his father had been 

promised the throne by King Cnut 

the Great 

 Aimed to recreate Cnut’s empire in-

cluding England 

 Had the support of Tostig 

(Godwinson’s brother) who had of-

fered him the throne of England 

 King Sweyn of Denmark 

Background 
 Tall, powerful, man who walked 

with a limp 

 Viking, 47 years old 

 He had fought a long war with Har-
ald Hardråde over the throne of 
Denmark. 

 Strong fleet of ships 

 Preoccupied by defending Denmark 

 He was a cousin of Harold God-
winson and had help from  Godwin, 
Haraold’s father in claiming his 
throne in the past 

 Tostig visited Sweyn and offered 
him the throne of England 

His Claim 
 His uncle was King Cnut (who had 

ruled England from 1016 until 1035). 
Therefore he has the blood of a Eng-
lish King in his family. 



4th/5th January 1066 

King Edward ‘the Confessor’ 

dies at Westminster Palace in 

6th January 1066 

Harold Godwinson, Earl of 

Wessex is crowned  King of 

May 1066 

King Harold’s brother Tostig 

makes an attempt to invade 

England. Harold calls out the 

Fyrd as he expects William of 

Normandy will seize this chance 

8th September 1066 

King Harold’s army run out of 

food and has to send the Fyrd 

back home as they need to go 

and harvest their crops. 

The Navy was called back into 

28th September 

1066 

William lands at 

Pevensey on the 

south coast of 

England completely 

unopposed. The 

army of Normans, 

Bretons, Flemish 

and French make 

their way to Has-

tings from where 

they could escape 

20th September 1066 

Harald Hardraada sails up the 

River Ouse with 10,000 Vikings 

on 300 Long Ships with Tostig, 

20th September 1066 

The Viking army heavily defeat the hastily 

organised army of northern Earls Edwin and  

Morcar at Fulford Gate outside of York. 

21st September 1066 

King Harold is forced to leave the south 

coast where he is waiting for William’s inva-

sion and to race north with his Housecarls 

gathering the Fyrd from the areas he pass-

es through on his way north to fight the 

25th September 1066 

After marching 180 miles in 4 days Harold’s 

army surprise the Viking army who are rest-

ing without their armour at Stamford 

Bridge outside York. A lone berserker axe 

man was holding the bridge by himself until 

a clever Saxon crept along the river in a 

barrel and speared him from underneath. 

Hardraada and Tostig both die in the bat-

tle. The army needed only 25 ships to re-

turn to Norway when they had arrived in 

300. 

27th September 1066 

William’s army has waited on 700 ships for 

the right weather conditions for 1 month. 

When the wind changes direction he sets 

1st October 1066 

Whilst celebrating 

the victory at 

Stamford Bridge, 

Harold learns of 

William’s landing 

at Pevensey. He 

gathers up his 

troops and races 

south gathering 

more troops as he 

passes through 

different areas on 

the way. 

20th March 1066 

A bright star was seen crossing 

the sky - it was taken as an 

May 1066 

The English Navy was waiting in 

the Channel to stop the Norman 

26th September 1066 

Harold’s Saxon army is victorious but is left 

battered and tired from the battle and the 

march up the country. 
29th September 

1066 

William builds a 

wooden castle near 

Hastings. From 

here his army at-

tack and lay waste 

to the towns and 

villages of Wessex 

to try and make 

Harold come to 

the rescue of his 

own people and to 

the location of the 

Norman army wait-

The story of 1066 



12th October 1066 

King Harold organises his Sax-

on army across the road from 

Hastings to London along Sen-

lac Ridge 

1st October - 6th October 

1066 

Harold, with his remaining 

Housecarls and the Fyrd had 

covered 320kms in 6 days to 

arrive in Wessex ready to fight 

6th October 1066 

Harold stops briefly in London 

to gather a few fresh troops 

but fails to wait and gather the 

full strength of the southern 

Fyrd. He marches towards Has-

Battle of Hastings, Senlac Hill, 14th October 1066 

Which was the key event in 1066 for the King of 

England? 

Hints: Why was something important? Which king are we talking 

about? What makes an event more important than another? How are 



The Fyrd
Peasants and Volunteers

(untrained and poorly armed)
Fight on foot

5500 men

Thegns
Local Lords and 

Landowners
(expected to arrive with 

men from their lands)
Ride to battle but fight 

on foot

Housecarls
(Professional Soldiers 
and King’s Body Guard)
Ride to battle and fight 

on foot
2000 men

Led by King Harold II, of Wessex
Saxons rode to the battle on horse but 
fought on foot. They formed a shield 
wall which was very strong in defence.

Archers and 
Crossbowmen

1,700 men

Knights – Cavalry soldiers 
on horseback

2,200 men

Infantry (foot soldiers)

4,500 men

Led by William, Duke of Normandy
Army contained Breton, French and Flemish soldiers

In battle archers fired first, then infantry charged the enemy when they 
have been soften up by the arrows. The  Cavalry charge in last on their 

big war horses to mop up the weakened enemy.



King Harold II, Godwinson
• Powerful and wealthy Earl of Wessex before becoming King
• Married to Edith Swan Neck daughter of an Earl of Mercia
• Well connected to the other Saxon Earls
• He was part of a campaign against the Count of Flanders 

on behalf of the Emperor of Germany where he led a ship 
or ships

• Assisted his father in the 1050s when they tried to return 
to England having been exiled. They returned with a large 
force and many ships and forced Edward the Confessor to 
give them their lands back

• As King he led his army to the north to defeat the invading 
Viking army in late 1066 in the Battle of Stamford Bridge

• After learning of William’s invasion he raced south and 
failed to gather fresh troops or to wait for reinforcements 
or to wait for William to come to him which may have 
given him more military advantage.

• He was regarded as a good military leader in battle.
• He relied on the old Saxon fighting methods of the Fyrd, 

the Shield Wall, Housecarls

William, Duke of Normandy
• Known as William the Bastard, partly because he was so 

tough and ruthless
• Use Motte and Bailey castles to control his Norman lands
• He used a mixture of archers, infantry and cavalry in 

battle
• Experienced in the use of sieges
• Experienced in repelling invasions of his Normandy 

territory
• He was a very experienced military campaigner and 

regarded as a great leader in battle
• He was described at the time as a ‘fighter and a 

horseman without equal’.
• He gathered an army that contained men from 

neighbouring French lands, from Brittany and Flanders
• He gathered or built a large fleet of ships to cross the 

Channel
• William waiting for the sea and weather conditions to be 

right during his invasion of England in 1066 before 
crossing the Channel.



Battle of Hastings 14th October 1066 (read A box first) 

What did the Saxons do in the battle? What did the Normans do in the battle TIME 

A) King Harold positioned himself at the back of his men at the top of Senlac 

ridge, a steep hill. His best trained troops, the Housecarls were at the front of 

the shield wall which stretched for more than a mile. 

B) William spoke to his men and reminded them he had never lost a battle. At 9am he 

sent his archers up the hill – not far from the enemy they started to shoot their 

arrows. They fire all their arrows - none are fired back as the Saxons have no bow-

men of their own. The Normans ran out of arrows very quickly. 

9am 

A) The Housecarls used their big battleaxes whilst the Fyrd used slings, pitch-

forks and scythes and any weapons they could find. 

B) They thought that the Saxons had been softened up by the arrow fire. Most of 

the arrows hit the Saxon shields. 
 

A) Using their shields, they blocked the arrow fire of the Normans. The Saxons 

throw spears and stones at the Norman Infantry. The Saxon force held their 

B) Norman infantry marched up the hill thinking that the Saxons had been weakened 

by the arrow fire. 
 

 A) The Normans retreated.  9.20 am 

B) The shield wall stood firm again. 
A) William was forced to send his cavalry into the attack. They failed to break-

through the shield wall 
11 am 

B) 1000 English Fyrd were too tempted by this, broke away and started to charge 

at the Normans on the left flank of the army.  

A) The Cavalry turned around and began to retreat. Some said that this was part of 

William’s plan, some say that they panicked and tried to run away. 
 

B) Losses were heavy and few returned up the hill. Harold’s brothers were killed. 

The shield wall was now much weakened. 

A) The Cavalry turned and attacked the Saxon warriors who had broken their shield 

wall and slaughtered them. 
 

B) There was a break in the fight at noon – to remove the dead and 

wounded.  

A) In the attack William’s horse was killed and he fell to the ground. A rumour when 

around the Norman army that he had died. He rode out and pulled back his helmet to 
12 noon 

A) The shield wall now had many Fyrdmen in the front rather than the well trained 

Housecarls. It was weakened but still quite strong. 

B) The Normans realised that the tactic of pretending to retreat to try to make the 

Saxons leave their shield wall had worked once, so they tried it again and again. 
3pm 

  
A) More arrows are brought up to the battlefield for the archers to fire. William 

ordered his archers to fire high over the shield wall to the squashed in Fyrdmen 

A) At this point the legend has it that Harold was struck down by an arrow in his 

eye. 

B) The Cavalry attacked again and many horses and men were killed. The archers 

continued to fire with their new arrows 
 

A) The shield wall began to weaken. It had become very short. 
B) The Normans attacked both sides and also began to find gaps in the shield wall. 

William and his knights on foot by now began to break through and get behind the 
4pm 

A) The remaining Housecarls surrounded the King B) William’s knights struck down the King and hacked at his body 5pm 

A) With the King dead as well as his brothers there was no leaders left to direct 

and motivate the Saxon warriors. The untrained, unpaid Fyrd ran into the forest 
B) The Normans follow them  but were ambushed by some of those that ran away.  

A) The Housecarls and the Thegns remained on the battlefield  and many fought B) The Normans knew that the battle was won. Sun Set 

“King Harold is dead!” 

The Aftermath of the Battle - Most of the Saxon land Lords (the Thegns) had died in the battle. Most of the best Saxon warriors (the Housecarls) died in the battle. 

The Saxon Witan in London quickly made Edgar the Atheling King after news arrived of Harold’s death. More Norman Troops came over the channel in the next few 

months to replace those who had died in the battle and from disease. The Normans attacked London, Edgar was forced to resign as King. William was crowned King of 

England on Christmas Day 1066 in Westminster Abbey. William had only about 10,000 Norman soldiers to control a Saxon population of over 2 million in England. 







































Richard I, ‘Lion-Heart’
Richard was a king of England, later known as the 'Lion Heart', and famous for his exploits in the 
Third Crusade, although during his 10-year reign he spent only six months in England.

Richard was born on 8 September 1157 in Oxford, son of Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine. He 
possessed considerable political and military ability. However, like his brothers, he fought with his 
family, joining them in the great rebellion against their father in 1173. In 1183 his brother Henry 
died, leaving Richard heir to the throne. Henry II wanted to give Aquitaine to his youngest son, 
John. Richard refused and, in 1189, joined forces with Philip II of France against his father, 
hounding him to a premature death in July 1189.

As king, Richard's chief ambition was to join the Third Crusade, prompted by Saladin's capture of 
Jerusalem in 1187. To finance this, he sold sheriffdoms and other offices and in 1190 he departed 
for the Holy Land. In May, he reached Cyprus where he married Berengaria, daughter of the king of 
Navarre. Richard arrived in the Holy Land in June 1191 and Acre fell the following month. In 
September, his victory at Arsuf gave the crusaders possession of Joppa. Although he came close, 
Jerusalem, the crusade's main objective, eluded him. Moreover, fierce quarrels among the French, 
German and English contingents provided further troubles. After a year's stalemate, Richard made 
a truce with Saladin and started his journey home.

Bad weather drove him ashore near Venice and he was imprisoned by Duke Leopold of Austria 
before being handed over to the German emperor Henry VI, who ransomed him for the huge sum 
of 150,000 marks. The raising of the ransom was a remarkable achievement. In February 1194, 
Richard was released. He returned at once to England and was crowned for a second time, fearing 
that the ransom payment had compromised his independence. Yet a month later he went to 
Normandy, never to return. His last five years were spent in intermittent warfare against Philip II. 
While besieging the castle of Châlus in central France he was fatally wounded and died on 6 April 
1199. He was succeeded by his younger brother John, who had spent the years of Richard's 
absence scheming against him.



His mother was too influential over 

him - he was her favourite son

He was King of England, Duke of 

Normandy, Duke of Aquitaine, 

Duke of Gascony, Lord of Ireland, 

Lord of Cyprus, Count of Anjou,

Count of Maine, Count of Nantes

and Overlord of Brittany

More French than English. Richard 

claimed that England was "cold and 

always raining," and when he was 

raising funds for his Crusade, he was 

said to declare, "I would have sold 

London if I could find a buyer."

He spoke no English 

Left his mother Eleanor of Aquitaine  

in charge of England when he went on 

Crusade

He had the respect of Saladin who 

sent him a horse when Richard’s died 

in battle against him

He was a good Christian king who

answered the call and went on 

Crusade

Abandoned England to go on Crusade 

which was tremendously expensive

Buried in France—brain in Poitrou, 

heart in Rouen and the rest of his 

body in Anjou

Produced no heirs to the throne Led an  army at 16 Born in Oxford, England

Imprisoned in Austria on way home 

from the Crusade

He was regarded as a strong leader 

who made tough decisions

Executed over 3000 Muslims in one 

go after one battle in the Holy Land 

so that his army could move faster 

and avoid capture themselves

Tried to over throw his father Henry 

II with his brothers and the King of 

France

Regarded as a great and powerful 

warrior

Won a number of battles on Crusade 

including defeating Saladin at the 

Battle of Arsuf

Captured Cyprus which enabled the 

Holy Land to be supplied by Europe

Decided against attacking Jerusalem 

as he calculated that his army 

couldn't hold it against the Islamic 

army.

He negotiated a 3 year peace treaty 

with Saladin that guaranteed 

Christians could visit and live in 

Jerusalem 

Died age 41 of gangrene during a 

siege in France after being shot by a 

boy with a crossbow. He forgave the 

boy, set him free and gave him 100 

gold coins

Forgave his brother John who had 

tried to make himself King while he 

was away on Crusade

He was brave and was nick named 

‘Coeur de Lion’ - ‘Lionheart’

Never recaptured Jerusalem on his 

Crusade

The money used to pay the ransom 

money made England bankrupt (it was 

2-3 times the amount England 

usually made in a year) - £70,000

He ruled England for 10 years but 

only spent 6 months in England as 

King 

He was an educated man who wrote 

poetry

Richard claimed that England was "cold and always 
raining,” and when he was raising funds for his 

crusade, he was said to declare, "I would have sold 
London if I could find a buyer."

Richard once said "I wish I may forget John's injuries to me 
as soon as he will forget my pardon of him.“

“…he was in reality a masterful and businesslike 
ruler…. the fierce king, the extraordinary king” 

J.Gillingham, modern historian

"Richard of England, a red-haired giant, generous, incredibly 

brave, hot-tempered and tactless, won a great reputation in 

the capture of Acre, but quarrelled with his allies who left him 
and went home." This was written in 1962 by R Unstead

"Richard was not a good king. He cared only for his soldiers. But 

he was brave, and loved a brave man.“
This was written in 1965 by L Du Garde Peach

"an able as well as a heroic king,“ Michael 
Clanchy, Modern Historian

”The King was indeed worthy of the name of King…so great was 
this man's devotion (to God) and thus quickly, thus speedily and 

hastily he ran, or, rather, flew to avenge Christ's injuries (on 
Crusade as soon as he became king).” John Appleby, Modern 

Historian

"Richard was a flawed hero, yet he possessed heroic qualities which 
appealed to successive generations of Englishmen” George Holmes, 

Modern Historian

"he was a bad son, a bad husband, and a bad king, 
but a gallant and splendid soldier." Steven 
Runciman,20th Century Crusades Historian

"a bad son, a bad husband, a selfish ruler, and a 
vicious man“ Bishop William Stubbs, 19th

century

"the king [Richard] was indeed a man of wisdom, 
experience, courage, and energy...[and] his arrival (in the 
Holy Land) put fear into the hearts of Muslims"......a very 

powerful man of great courage........a king of wisdom, 
courage and energy.....brave and clever.“ Bahā' al-Dín, Arab 

Writer

Roger of Howden, writing in the 1190s, describes the extent of 

Richard’s fund-raising for this Crusade: ‘He (Richard) put up for 

sale all that he had - offices, lordships, earldoms, sheriffdoms, 

castles, towns, everything’

"I am born of a rank which recognises no 
superior but God” Richard I

“This king was of terrible strength, proven bravery and 
indomitable character; he had already gained a great reputation 
by his past wars: in dignity and power he was inferior the King of 

France, but he was richer than he and braver, and of greater 
experience in war. His fleet was composed of twenty-five large 

ships full of warriors and munitions of war.” Bahā' al-Dín, Muslim 
writer from the Crusades


















