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Transition & 
Induction Phase

• Develop knowledge and 
skills from KS2 through 
performing, composing and 
listening.
• Develop their vocal/ and 
instrumental fluency, 
accuracy and expressiveness. 
• Know how to appraise 
performances and use self-
reflection to inform their 
own practice. 
• Understand musical 
structures, styles, genres and 
traditions through the use of 
musical elements.
• Develop their listening and 
appraisal skills and build their 
knowledge of key musical 
features in different styles of 
musical genres.
• Build on knowledge of staff 
and relevant notation from 
KS2.
• Develop their 
understanding of and skills in 
music technology through a 
variety of technology 
platforms.

Level 2
The Award gives learners 
the opportunity to develop 
sector-specific knowledge 
and skills in a practical 
learning environment. The 
main focus is on four areas 
of equal importance, which 
cover the:
• development of key 

skills that prove 
learners’ aptitude in 
music such as 
responding to a 
musical brief using 
musical skills and 
techniques

• processes that 
underpin effective 
ways of working in the 
music industry, such 
as the development of 
musical ideas, and 
using skills and 
techniques for 
rehearsal and 
performance to 
respond to a music 
industry brief

• attitudes that are 
considered most 
important in the 
music industry, 
including personal 
management and 
communication

• knowledge that 
underpins effective 
use of skills, processes 
and attitudes in the 
sector such as musical 
skills and styles.

Level 3

The Level 3 subsidiary 
diploma and extended 
diploma provide music 
industry qualifications 
to equip learners with 
the skills, knowledge 

and understanding for 
entry to employment in 

the music industry or 
progression to further 
study at higher level.

By the end of Transition & 
Induction Phase students will 
develop detailed knowledge 

and skills:

• •Play and perform 
confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble 
contexts using their voice, 
playing instruments 
musically, fluently and with 
accuracy and expression

• Improvise and compose; 
and extend and develop 
musical ideas by drawing 
on a range of musical 
structures, styles, genres 
and traditions Developed 
knowledge of staff and 
other relevant notations 
and use them appropriately 
and with fluency in a range 
of musical styles, genres 
and traditions.

• Identify and use the 
elements of music 
expressively including use 
of tonalities, different 
types of scales and other 
musical devices

• Listen with increasing 
discrimination to a wide 
range of music from great 
composers and musicians

By the end of Level 2, 
students will develop 

detailed knowledge and 
skills:

• Sound recording skills
• Mixing and mastering 

skills
• Sequencing and 

production skills
• Live sound skills
• Radio programming 

skills
• Video production 

skills
• Understanding of 

contextual issues 
relating to music 
technology

• Music Industry 
Business knowledge

By the end of Level 3, 
students will develop 

detailed knowledge and 
skills:

• Sound recording 
skills

• Mixing and 
mastering skills

• Sequencing and 
production skills

• Live sound skills
• Radio programming 

skills
• Video production 

skills
• Understanding of 

contextual issues 
relating to music 
technology

Intent Implementation Impact

HT1
Welcome to 

Music

HT5
Graphic 
Scores

HT1
Latin 

American 
Music

HT2
Blues 

HT3
Calypso & 

Reggae

HT4
Variations

HT5
Music 

Production

Y7 Review 1: Recall of keyword definitions 
and listening skills
Identification of instruments by sight and 
aural

Y7 Review 2: Recap of 
keywords and listening 
skills used in Review 1

Additional keywords and 
subject terminology 
knowledge tested as well 
as aural analysis of tracks

Summative grade based 
on listening result and all 
formative performances 
so far

Y7 Review 3: All content from 
academic year.
Keyword knowledge recall / 
definitions, ability to identify 
musical features in listening 
activities. Analysis / comparison 
question to give scope for longer 
written answer (in line with 
Qualifications Phase 
requirement)
Formative performance marks to 
be considered
.

Y8 Review 1: Recap on basic Yr7 
knowledge
Ability to recall key musical 
terminology
Analysis and comparison of 
musical excerpts

Y8 Review 2: 
Recap on 
Review 1 
material
Recall of key 
terminology 
definitions from 
new topics
Analysis and 
comparison of 
musical 
excerpts

Formative 
practical marks 
taken into 
consideration

Y8 Review 3: All content from academic year.
Keyword knowledge recall / definitions, ability to 
identify musical features in listening activities. 
Analysis / comparison question to give scope for 
longer written answer (in line with Qualifications 
Phase requirement)
Formative performance marks to be considered

Music 
Technology Skill 

Mastery: 
Recording

Mixing
Project 

Management

At Key Stages 1 & 2, pupils should 
receive a 1hr of teaching a week;  Years 
3 or 4, it is recommended that each class 
should have had a whole-class 
instrumental programme lasting at least 
1 term. There should be access to both 
rhythmic and melodic instruments in Key 
Stages 1 & 2; this may be as part of the 
whole-class instrumental programme 
and/or in other classroom teaching. 

Primary Curriculum

HT6
History of 

Popular Music 

HT6
Instruments 

of the 
Orchestra

HT2
The SnowmanHT3

HT5
The Beatles 

HT3
Whole Class 
Instrument
al Tuition

*Exact dates 
in line with 
BTEC Delivery 
plan
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B R E A D T H

HT Rotation 1: Film Music exploring different film 
genres and musical features used in film soundtrack 
through performing and composing

Y9 Breadth Curriculum:
Where Y7 and Y8 focus and 

the acquiring and 
developing of skill, Y9 

allows for the securing and 
mastery within both Music 
and Music Technology so 
students receive a broad 

music curriculum. Students 
will swap from one music 

based topic to a music 
technology based topic. This 

is dependent on the 
availability of MD1

HT Rotation 2: Remixing and Music Technology Skills develops 
confidence in using software to arrange and compose tracks in 
different styles. 

Term 3: ‘Event Management’ further builds on students understanding of music 
industry careers, planning and project management. ‘Online Music Channels’ 
gives students opportunities to develop practical skills on DAW software whilst 
putting into practice the project management skills developed thus far

Term 1 & 2: Introduction to ‘The Music Industry’ gives students a solid 
understanding of the music industry and ‘Recording’ / ‘Mixing’ and 
‘Sequencing’ develops students practical ability in the studio

Sandbach School Music Technology ‘Inspire, Engage and Challenge’

Year
9

Y9 Depth Curriculum:
Students develop more specialist knowledge and skills within the 
music technology field. Opportunities to master more specialist 

software, to use the recording studio and to mix tracks using 
more advanced techniques are developed whilst building a good 

knowledge of music industry careers, project planning and 
management. Lessons take place in specialist Music Technology 

facilities. 

B R E A D T H

D E P T H

Term 1
Exploring
Musical
Styles

Term 2
Component 1 BTEC 

Set Assignment

Term 3
Skills Development

Y10 Review 1:Based on coursework 
progress (Log of evidence gathered)

Y10 Review 2:Based on coursework 
progress (Unit almost complete)

Y10 Review 3:Component 1 formally 
assessed and submitted

Term 1

Component 
2 BTEC Set 

Assignment

Y11 Review 1:Based on Component 2 
progress

Term 2 and up to May 15th

Component 3 BTEC Set 
Assignment

Y11 Review 2 / Trial Exam: Component 2 
formally assessed and submitted

HT1
Planning a 
Career in 

Music

HT1-2
Understanding 

Recording 
Studio Design

HT2-3
Radio 

Podcast 
Production

HT4-5
Planning a 
Career in 

Music

HT5-6
Music Event 

Management

PE2: Based on units 
completed and assessed

PE3: Based on units 
completed and assessed

PE1: Based on 
coursework progress

HT1
Music Event 

Management

HT2
Getting Work 
in the Music 

Industry

HT3-4
Live Sound 
Recording

HT5
Sequencing 

and 
Advanced 
Recording

PE4: Based on units 
completed and assessed

PE5: Based on units 
completed and assessed

Y9 Reviews: Practical work is assessed each term. 
Students are regularly tested on their ability to 
identify musical features in listening activities with 
regular keyword knowledge recall/definitions. 
Analysis / comparison question to give scope for 
longer written answer (in line with Qualifications 
Phase requirement).


