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Transition & 
Induction Phase

• Develop knowledge and 
skills from KS2 through 
performing, composing and 
listening.
• Develop their vocal/ and 
instrumental fluency, 
accuracy and expressiveness. 
• Know how to appraise 
performances and use self-
reflection to inform their 
own practice. 
• Understand musical 
structures, styles, genres and 
traditions through the use of 
musical elements.
• Develop their listening and 
appraisal skills and build their 
knowledge of key musical 
features in different styles of 
musical genres.
• Build on knowledge of staff 
and relevant notation from 
KS2.
• Develop their 
understanding of and skills in 
music technology through a 
variety of technology 
platforms.

Qualifications 
Phase Part 1

• Develop knowledge and skills 
from Transition & Induction 
Phase through performing, 
composing and listening, 

• Develop their vocal/ and 
instrumental fluency, accuracy 
and expressiveness, 

• Know how to appraise 
performances and use self-
reflection to inform their own 
practice, 

• Understand musical structures, 
styles, genres and traditions 
through the use of musical 
elements, 

• Develop their listening and 
appraisal skills and build their 
knowledge of key musical 
features in different styles of 
musical genres, 

• Build on knowledge of staff and 
relevant notation from 
Transition & Induction Phase, 

• Develop their understanding of 
and skills in music technology 
through a variety of technology 
platforms. 

• Develop and apply the musical 
knowledge, understanding and 
skills set out in our GCSE 
specification to ensure our 
students form a personal and 
meaningful relationship with 
music. 

• To engage critically and 
creatively with a wide range of 
music and musical contexts, 
and reflect on how music is 
used in the expression of 
personal and collective 
identities.

Qualifications 
Phase Part 2

• Engage actively in the process of 
music study

• Develop performing skills to 
demonstrate an understanding of 
musical elements, style, sense of 
continuity, interpretation and 
expression

• Develop composing skills to 
demonstrate the manipulation of 
musical ideas and the use of musical 
devices and conventions

• Recognise the interdependence of 
musical knowledge, understanding 
and skills, and make links between 
the integrated activities of 
performing, composing and 
appraising underpinned by 
attentive listening

• Broaden musical experience and 
interests, develop imagination and 
foster creativity

• Develop and extend the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to 
communicate effectively as 
musicians

• Develop knowledge and 
understanding of a variety of 
instruments and styles, and of 
relevant approaches to both 
performing and composing

• Develop awareness of music 
technologies and their use in the 
creation and presentation of music

• Appraise contrasting genres, styles 
and traditions of music, and 
develop understanding of musical 
contexts and a coherent awareness 
of musical chronology

• Develop as effective, independent 
learners and as critical and 
reflective thinkers with enquiring 
minds

• Reflect critically and make personal 
judgements on their own and 
others’ music

• Engage with, and extend 
appreciation of, the diverse 
heritage of music in order to 
promote personal, social, 
intellectual and cultural 
development

By the end of Transition & 
Induction Phase students will 
develop detailed knowledge 

and skills:

• •Play and perform 
confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble 
contexts using their voice, 
playing instruments 
musically, fluently and with 
accuracy and expression

• Improvise and compose; 
and extend and develop 
musical ideas by drawing 
on a range of musical 
structures, styles, genres 
and traditions Developed 
knowledge of staff and 
other relevant notations 
and use them appropriately 
and with fluency in a range 
of musical styles, genres 
and traditions.

• Identify and use the 
elements of music 
expressively including use 
of tonalities, different 
types of scales and other 
musical devices

• Listen with increasing 
discrimination to a wide 
range of music from great 
composers and musicians

By the end of 
Qualifications Phase, 
students will develop 

detailed knowledge and 
skills:

• Play and perform confidently 
in a range of solo and 
ensemble contexts using 
their voice, playing 
instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy 
and expression

• Improvise and compose; and 
extend and develop musical 
ideas by drawing on a range 
of musical structures, styles, 
genres and traditions

• Developed knowledge of 
staff and other relevant 
notations and use them 
appropriately and with 
fluency in a range of musical 
styles, genres and traditions.

• Identify and use the 
elements of music 
expressively including use of 
tonalities, different types of 
scales and other musical 
devices

• Listen with increasing 
discrimination to wide range 
of music and musical 
contexts, and reflect on how 
music is used in the 
expression of personal and 
collective identities.

• Develop their understanding 
of and skills in music 
technology through a variety 
of technology platforms.

• Apply the musical 
knowledge, understanding 
and skills to a wide variety of 
music

By the end of Qualifications 
Phase, students will develop 

detailed knowledge and 
skills:

• Play and perform confidently in a 
range of solo and ensemble 
contexts using their voice, playing 
instruments which demonstrates 
an understanding of musical 
elements, style, sense of 
continuity, interpretation and 
expression

• Improvise and compose; and 
extend and develop musical ideas 
by drawing on a range of musical 
structures, styles, genres and 
traditions, showing manipulation 
of musical ideas, devices and 
conventions

• Make connections between the 
skills of performing and 
composing how listening 
underpins them.

• Identify and use the elements of 
music expressively including use 
of tonalities, different types of 
scales and other musical devices

• Listen with increasing 
discrimination to contrasting 
genres, styles and traditions of 
music, and reflect on how music is 
used in the expression of personal 
and collective identities.

• Apply the musical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to a wide 
variety of music and traditions

• Appraise and reflect with 
understanding on their own and 
others’ music

• Have skills in music technology 
through a variety of technology 
platforms

Intent Implementation Impact

HT1
Welcome to 

Music

HT5
Graphic 
Scores

HT1
Latin 

American 
Music

HT2
Blues 

HT3
Calypso & 

Reggae

HT4
Variations

HT5
Music 

Production

Y7 Review 1: Recall of keyword definitions 
and listening skills
Identification of instruments by sight and 
aural

Y7 Review 2: Recap of 
keywords and listening 
skills used in Review 1

Additional keywords and 
subject terminology 
knowledge tested as well 
as aural analysis of tracks

Summative grade based 
on listening result and all 
formative performances 
so far

Y7 Review 3: All content from 
academic year.
Keyword knowledge recall / 
definitions, ability to identify 
musical features in listening 
activities. Analysis / comparison 
question to give scope for longer 
written answer (in line with 
Qualifications Phase 
requirement)
Formative performance marks to 
be considered
.

Y8 Review 1: Recap on basic Yr7 
knowledge
Ability to recall key musical 
terminology
Analysis and comparison of 
musical excerpts

Y8 Review 2: 
Recap on 
Review 1 
material
Recall of key 
terminology 
definitions from 
new topics
Analysis and 
comparison of 
musical 
excerpts

Formative 
practical marks 
taken into 
consideration

Y8 Review 3: All content from academic year.
Keyword knowledge recall / definitions, ability to 
identify musical features in listening activities. 
Analysis / comparison question to give scope for 
longer written answer (in line with Qualifications 
Phase requirement)
Formative performance marks to be considered

Music Skill 
Mastery: 

Listening
Performing
Composing

At Key Stages 1 & 2, pupils should 
receive a 1hr of teaching a week;  Years 
3 or 4, it is recommended that each class 
should have had a whole-class 
instrumental programme lasting at least 
1 term. There should be access to both 
rhythmic and melodic instruments in Key 
Stages 1 & 2; this may be as part of the 
whole-class instrumental programme 
and/or in other classroom teaching. 

Primary Curriculum

HT1
AOS 1-
Theory
AOS2

HT2
AOS2 Set 

works

HT3
AOS 2 & 

Composition

HT4
AOS 2 & 

Composition   

HT5
Composit

ion & 
AOS 3

HT6
AOS 3

Composition

Y10 Review 1:Basic music theory 
knowledge, listening skills, elements of 
music in AOS 2, performance & 
composition project

Y10 Review 2:Basic music theory 
knowledge, listening skills, elements of 
music, AOS 1,2&3

Y10 Review 3:Basic music theory 
knowledge, listening skills, elements of 
music, AOS 1,2,3&4

HT1
AOS1 & 

Composition

HT2

AOS1 & 
Composition

HT3
AOS1 & 4 & 
Composition 

& 
Performance

HT4
AOS1 & 4 

Coursework

HT5
Coursework 

and Exam 
Prep

Y11 Review 1:Basic music theory 
knowledge, listening skills, elements of 
music, AOS 1,2,3&4

Y11 Review 2 / Trial Exam:Full GCSE Paper

HT1
Music Theory 

&
History of 

Music

HT2
Baroque Solo 
Concerto & 

Pop*

HT3
Baroque Solo 
Concerto & 

Pop*

HT4
Classical 
Opera & 

Pop*

HT5
Classical 

Opera, Pop* 
& 

Composition

HT6
Classical 

Opera, Pop* 
& 

Composition

HT1
Romantic 

Piano, Jazz* 
& 

Composition

HT2
Romantic 

Piano, Jazz* 
& 

Composition

HT3
Exam Prep, 

Jazz* & 
Composition

HT4
Exam Prep, 

Jazz* & 
Composition

HT5
Exam Prep, 

Jazz* & 
Composition

PE1: Music Theory, History 
of Music

PE2: AOS 1 & 2PE3: Full AS Paper

PE4: AOS 1, 2 & 5

PE5: Full Paper

HT6
History of 

Popular Music 

HT6
Instruments 

of the 
Orchestra

HT2
The SnowmanHT3

HT5
The Beatles 

HT3
Whole Class 
Instrument
al Tuition

*Jazz and Pop 
are taught on a 
yearly 
rotation. 

D
E

P
T

H

B R E A D T H

HT Rotation 1: Film Music exploring different film 
genres and musical features used in film soundtrack 
through performing and composing

Y9 Breadth Curriculum:
Where Y7 and Y8 focus and 

the acquiring and 
developing of skill, Y9 

allows for the securing and 
mastery within both Music 
and Music Technology so 
students receive a broad 

music curriculum. Students 
will swap from one music 

based topic to a music 
technology based topic. This 

is dependent on the 
availability of MD1

HT Rotation 2: Remixing and Music Technology Skills develops 
confidence in using software to arrange and compose tracks in 
different styles. 

Term 3: Building on Ensemble & Performing skills in term 1 
students will perform a range of more challenging ensemble 
pieces. Composing Skills will showcase skills honed in term 1 
and culminate into song writing

Term 1 & 2: Ensemble & Performing skills perform a range of musical 
styles suitable to their assigned band composing Skills within set 
structures developing compositional techniques 

Cheshire 
Specialist A 
level Music 
Course in 

partnership 
with RNCM and 

LMT. Non-
assessed 

audition based 
course for 

gifted 
musicians. 
Students 

receive tuition 
in Keyboard 

Harmony, Aural 
training, 

Chamber Music 
and Chamber 

Choir. Students 
receive termly 

lessons at 
RNCM. 
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KS5 Depth 
Curriculum:

Sandbach School Music ‘Inspire, Engage and Challenge’

Year
9

Y9 Depth Curriculum:
Students can extend and develop specialist music skills in 
performing and composing. Students use the knowledge, 

understanding and practical skills acquired throughout KS3 music 
to apply and further develop these specialist skills. These practical 
experiences allow for deeper understanding, securing skills both 

independently and within an ensemble setting. 

B R E A D T H

D E P T H

Y9 Reviews: Practical work is assessed each term. 
Students are regularly tested on their ability to 
identify musical features in listening activities with 
regular keyword knowledge recall/definitions. 
Analysis / comparison question to give scope for 
longer written answer (in line with Qualifications 
Phase requirement).


