
Topic Knowledge Questions 6 marker, Explanation 8 marker, How far do you 
agree 

 
 
 
 
 
 

British 
Empire; 

Early 
exploration  

What were the 3 G’s for 
exploration? 

 
Describe three new 

technologies/inventions 
which aided early 

exploration. 
 

Name three explorers who 
aided European 

exploration.  
 

What was a Sea Dog? 
 

Where did the British 
Empire set up their first 

colony? 
 

 
 

Explain how new 
technologies aided early 
European exploration.  

 
Explain how explorers 

helped European 
exploration.  

 
Explain how Sea Dogs 
helped to expand the 

British Empire. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

‘Early British exploration 
was largely a failure’ 

How far do you agree? 
• Roanoke  

• Newfoundland  
• Jamestown, 

Virginia  

 
 
 
 
 
 

British 
Empire; 
British 

exploration 
in the New 

World 

Where did Henry Morgan 
help the Empire? 

 
What was a coffee house? 

 
What were the Navigation 

Acts?  
 

Name three of the 13 
colonies. 

 
Where did the British fight 

against the French? 

Explain how the Caribbean 
expanded the British 

Empire.  
 

Explain the consequences 
of trade on the expansion 

of the British Empire.  
 

Explain three key features 
of life in the 13 colonies. 

 
Explain why the 13 

colonies wanted 
independence from the 

British Empire. 
 

Explain three 
consequences of the Seven 

Years War 

 
 
 
 

‘The British Empire 
experienced a time of 
great expansion in the 

New World’ 
How far do you agree? 

• American War of 
Independence  

• Trade in the 
Caribbean  

• Seven Years War  

British 
Empire; 

later Years  

Which trading company 
set up in India? 

 
What was a Sepoy? 

 
What was the route of the 

European slave trade 
known as? 

 

Explain how the British 
Empire came to rule India. 

 
Explain three factors 
which led to British 
involvement in the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade. 
 

Explain how the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade 

 
 

The British Empire was a 
shameful period in 

Britain’s history. 
How far do you agree? 
• Transatlantic Slave 

Trade  
• Abolition of the 

Slave Trade  



What does de-
humanisation mean? 

 
Define abolition.  

 
Name three key figures 

involved in the abolition of 
slavery in England. 

 
 

de-humanised the 
captured Africans.  

 
Explain the importance of 
key figures in the abolition 

of the slave trade.  
 

Explain why the Indian 
Mutiny against the British 

Empire happened.  
 

Explain why countries 
‘Scrambled for Africa’  

 

• Spread of culture  
 
 

‘The British Empire made 
the modern world’ 

How far do you agree? 
• The role of 

missionaries  
• Indian Mutiny  

•  
 

What can you learn from this source about the British Empire’s attitudes to its colonies from this 
source? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What can you learn from this source about the British Empire’s attitudes to its colonies from this 

source? 

 
 



What can you learn from this source about actions of the colonists during the American Revolution?  

 
 
 
 
The First 
World War; 
Causes  
 

 
Who were the 5 great 

powers in Europe in 1914? 
 

What were the four MAIN 
causes of the First World 

War  
 

What were the two 
alliances and who was in 

them? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Explain why European 
countries were fearful of 

Germany by 1914. 
 

Explain three causes of the 
First World War. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

‘The assassination of 
Franz Ferdinand was the 

main cause of the First 
World War.’ 

How far do you agree? 
• Role of the Kaiser  



Who was assassinated in 
Sarajevo? 

 
Name the leaders of 

Britain, Germany and 
Russia.  

 
 

• Nationalism  
• Militarism  

The First 
World War; 
Trenches  

What was the German 
plan to win the war which 

failed? 
 

How long did the 
German’s provide for them 

to take Belgium and 
France? 

 
What was the name of the 

General behind 
recruitment? 

 
Name three weapons used 

in the trenches  
 

What is Trench foot? 
 

What was the purpose of 
the duck boards in a 

trench? 
 

 
Explain why the Schlieffen 

Plan failed.  
 

Explain why men 
volunteered to fight in 

World War One  
 

Explain three key features 
of a trench. 

 
Explain how Trenches 

were dangerous places. 
 

Explain why trenches 
caused a stalemate. 

 
Explain how new 

inventions in weaponry 
and tactics led to the end 

of trench warfare. 

‘The King of Belgium’s 
decision to flood his 

country was the reason for 
the failure of the Schlieffen 

Plan.’ 
How far do you agree? 

• Mobilisation of 
Russia’s army  

• Time frame of 42 
days.  

 
  

 


